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grant no concessions without the agreement of the Government
of India.
Meanwhile in Europe the naval and military armament-race
had gone on inexorably gathering momentum, like a huge fly-
wheel which those who had set it in motion were apparently
powerless to stop. Turkey was drawn irretrievably into the Ger-
man orbit by her nationalist leaders. After all, the privileged posi-
tions of Britain and France in Lower Iraq and Syria respectively
were encroachments on full Turkish sovereignty; Russia, ever
anxious to expand at the expense of Turkey, was constantly en-
couraging the Balkan, Armenian, and Kurdish nationalists; where-
as Germany was the one Power whose interest it was to favour a
stronger Turkey. In October 1913, two months after the French
General Joffre had gone to Petersburg to re-organize the Russian
army, the German General Liman von Sanders was chosen to re-
organize the Turkish army, and introduced hundreds of German
staff and regimental officers. When the Triple Entente Powers
protested, the Turks pointed out that their navy was trained by
British officers, their gendarmerie by French, and that the military
connexion with Germany went back thirty years. In March 1914
plans were concerted between Germany and Turkey for the co-
ordination of their railway-systems in the event of war; and fol-
lowing the murder of the Austrian Archduke Ferdinand, which
precipitated the First World War, Turkey was formally admitted
as a member of the Triple Alliance.